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Vision
All communities can
access a quality toy library

Purpose

To support a growing
community of Australian
not-for-profit toy libraries,
encouraging families to play
and learn together in a
sustainable wa




A word from our President

Toy Libraries have been a part of my life. My parents were involved in running the Bridgetown Toy Library
in the 1990s where | spent many happy hours playing with and borrowing toys. Being part of that toy
library allowed me to access many toys and resources my parents would never have been able to afford.

When | had my own children one of the first things | did as a parent was search for a toy library to join. |
couldn’'t wait to share the joy of toys and play with my own children. My two boys are now some of the

oldest toy library children at Cockburn Toy Library at 6 and 8 but they still look forward to each visit and the
new toys we get to borrow each time.

It was a great joy to be elected to the Board and then as President of Toy Libraries Australia. As President |
have had the opportunity to give back to the community that has given me and my family so much. My first
12 months as President has seen a lot of change and growth for Toy Libraries Australia and a steep
learning curve for me. However, the best thing about toy libraries is the people. Toy Libraries Australia is
supported by an amazing group of humans in our staff, Board members and all of the wonderful people
who run and support toy libraries across Australia. In my role | have always felt supported for which | am
very grateful. | am looking forward to an even bigger year ahead with many exciting things in the pipeline.

Dr Renae Barker
President
Toy Libraries Australia
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Snapshot of toy libraries in Australia

352 organisations running

430,000

183,000
3 9 2 toy library tOyS

- : 84,000 borrowers 4
toy libraries 4 children
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r A toy library enables families to borrow a large variety of
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that of a book library. These toys suit children from birth to
primary school and beyond.

Toy Libraries Australia’s members have a specific focus on
promoting the educational value of play for younger children,
encouraging positive adult/child interactions through play,
and creating strong community connections in a setting that
encourages the sustainable use of resources.

Our member toy libraries operate in a variety of formats and
settings, including councils-run toy libraries and toy libraries
run by larger early years providers. However, most toy
libraries are still small community organisations run by
dedicated volunteers to provide a loved service to
generations of families in their community.

We welcome the increasing investment in toy libraries made
by both the Australian and Victorian governments, although
the majority of funding for toy libraries still comes from
membership fees and the fundraising efforts of volunteers.
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Benefits of toy libraries

Reduced cost of living
Inexpensive access to toys

More money for essentials
Volunteering pathways to work
High social return on investment

economic

Benefits of
toy libraries
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Less waste c ’

Circular economy

Sharing of toys

Toy donations, repair and reuse
Durable toys with longer lifetime

sustainable educational

Community connection

Soft entry points to other services
Flexible access, including weekends
Peer advice and support
Consistency of connection

Inclusion and equality

Play-based learning
Developmentally appropriate toys
Parents as first educators

Families playing together

Enhanced home-learning environment



Northam
Toy Library

Northam Toy Library developed a community partnership with St Joseph's
School’s special needs program. After training by toy library volunteers,
two students, Cooper and Santi, and their teachers Caroline and Sally,
took on the running of one toy library session each week. To grow a
healthy and sustainable partnership required champions and vision from
both organisations.

This partnership will help Northam Toy Library grow as an inclusive
organisation and help the sustainable running of the toy library. For the
students at St Joseph's School, the toy library volunteering represents a
pathway for special needs students to attain important retail and
management experience to support their in-school learning, and a means
to meaningfully connect with and contribute to their local community.

The toy library community takes inspiration from Northam and other toy
libraries with similar partnerships. This community volunteer partnership
model can assist many to run a sustainable toy library.




$1.3m in grants have supported
toy libraries in the 12 months

Victorian Government $520,000

Department of Education
* $365,000 to 58 Victorian toy libraries in Existing Toy Library Grants

* $80,000 to Goolum Goolum Aboriginal Cooperative and Toy Well to establish 6 new toy libraries

e $75,000 to Toy Libraries Australia to support Victorian members and the Department

Australian Government $612,885

Department of Social Services

$255,385 to Toy Libraries Australia to build the capacity of existing toy libraries and
support the establishment of new toy libraries

$140,000 to establish 22 new toy libraries

$30,000 to 17 toy libraries for diversity and inclusion grants

$30,000 to 30 toy libraries for rural and remote grants

$47,500 to support children with developmental delay, ADHD and Autism (opening soon)
$110,000 of election commitments to specified toy libraries

Toy Well

Trawalla Foundation and Besen Family Foundation $130,000
Hume City Council $10,000
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The Hon. Lizzie Blandthorn, Victorian Minister for Children,
visiting existing toy library grant winner Sunbury Toy Library

Government grants
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TOYS WITHOUT

INCLUSIVE TOY LIBRARY . Welcome to the Brisbane South Toy Library

A |Ibr‘al"g O‘F plag W[th therapg tOgS ©n this page. you can find basic information about the Brisbane South Toy Library in some languages other than English. To learn more about our service in a specific

language, simply click on the corresponding link below.

Bienuvenido

volunteers are
here-to-help -

« An affordable means to access therapy toys

« Toy librarians available to provide insight on the toy function tﬁ_
.thiple branches- Mai\::erﬁ& Mor‘dialﬁ)cf e t F‘nd SO man\' ways c,ubb\f ho e
« Rotation of toys
.ReZiE:e wastegand save on space . . . . to ‘earn aNd p\a\l - TO‘{ hbror\f
Diversity and inclusion grants
between
km ston e p—— In the second half of 2023, 15 toy libraries completed 11 projects to improve,
T@Y Lbrary Toy Library expand or reorientate their services to better meet the needs of diverse
Bl G rensinamslbon; toysui s Cgnall for cultures and people with disabilities in their local community.

SELAMAT DATANG!
R
~ We are commmed to _‘ WELCOME!

rnakmg the Brlshane South MULTICULTURAL PLAY DATE
72 NOVEMBER 8TH
9:30AM -11:00AM

@ GERALDTON TOY LIBRARY

Explore a world of creativity and tradition
as your children dive into imaginative
play with these culturally enriching and
diverse toys. Look out for:

Sensory Play - Mandarin Stmyume Morning Tea - Toy Library Tours

Made possible by funding from the Australian Government JOIn vuur Iucal toy "braw' Swsips o Ienrn.m;:ure- rl.l} ¥j} m "'° '-*'"”‘"

Department of Social Services.
LIBRARY AIJSTRALIA
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Tuart Forest Toy Library =
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From little things, fun things grow  Tov LErAzy

Friends through the toy library community, Tuart Forest founding Co-Presidents, Kate Pikor and
CJ Aston saw a need for a toy library in their local community. They had a dream, a whole lot of
passion, the vision and supports to turn that dream into a thriving toy library.

By the time the doors of the toy library were first opened in March 2023 they had gathered a
team of people around them, a cheer squad full of supporters, secured a premises, sourced
funding to have the start up equipment needed and developed the necessary policies and
procedures so everyone involved in the toy library knows how it operates. Funding included a
New Toy Library grant from the Australian Government Department of Social Services managed
by TLA.

The toy library membership quickly grew, and with the planning and partnership development
that had already been established the toy library was able to support the quickly growing
demand. The committee were well established members of the Australian toy library
community, often both seeking and sharing advice with others running toy libraries across the
country and state.

C) reflects that it is more than their wonderfully curated collection of toys and games that makes
a difference “We focused on our culture within the library not the numbers so everyone is truly
part of the library, involving people however we can.”




RECONCILIATION

AUSTRALIA ACTION PLAN
REFLECT

Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan

November 2023 — December 2024

Toy Libraries Australia is proud to have its Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
endorsed by Reconciliation Australia.

Key actions in our RAP include:

e Updating our Child Safe policy, Code of Conduct and position descriptions to outline
the expectations of staff and volunteers to create a culturally safe environment

e Providing formal cultural learning training for staff and members run by an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander advisor

e Developing, implementing and communicating a cultural protocol document,
including protocols for Welcome to Country and Acknowledgement of Country

e Raising awareness of National Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week

 |dentifying all known Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander toy manufacturers and
retailers, adding them to Toy Community, and developing a purchasing policy

CHILDREN'S JOURNEY

This piece is inspired by the journey of
children through exploring toy libraries .

This tells a story of Toy Libraries and its
pathway to reaching children by what they
do. The art pays respect to the land and the

environment that brings calmness in times of ‘
reflection. ‘

The community plays a roll in guiding our
children to grow strong, just like seeds are
planted and grow strong into healthy plant p
ecosystems, our children do the same in
when free to explore their imagination.

| want to share this piece with love and

harmony.
s pmw{ Mayt' wewian Fem Nt Westom
QWJWJ[IWMZE &/W’@W cullure in arl
'ﬂl%ig&#gus 5984 Our Reconciliation Action Plan is

Authentic Aboriginal Art by Leah Curnmins available at toylibraries.org.au/RAP

e QQE)  Reconciliation action plan
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President’s Award
Kirsten Marran,
Little Buddies Toy Library

oy;"L*fibrarles Australia award winners

Rural and Remote Toy Library of the Year
Sunraysia Toy Library

Metro Toy Library of the Year
Pakenham Toy Library

Council Toy Library of the Year
Unley Toy Library

Committee Member of the Year

Esther Kerr, Bendigo Toy Library

Toy Well Volunteer of the Year
Salwa Chowdhury, Davis Creek Toy Well Toy Library

Community Volunteer of the Year
Leonie Knowles, Cubby House Toy Library

Paid Toy Librarian of the Year
Bec Brannigan, Maroondah Toy Library

Award for Excellence: Diversity and Inclusion
Bundaberg Toy Library

Award for Excellence: Growth and Innovation
Canterbury Toy Library



Toy libraries in the media

Channel 7, News Social Media
With the goals of increasing awareness of Toy
libraries and normalising toy library use across
Australia TLA Social media has seen growth
and increased reach.

Broadcast and print (= ULLT AT
media
As the impact of the cost
of living pressures grows
and families seek to
reduce their
environmental footprint, R |
connect with their local AR seroric
community and support
their children’s
development, the media
has connected with toy
libraries to provide a
good news story of hope
and practical solutions to
the challenges they face.

This post had a
reach of over
44,500

I like having
conversations with kids.

The West Adults never ask me
what my third favourite

Austalian reptile is.
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Herald Sun
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Toy Well establishes a small free toy lending .
service in school-based community hubs, with Current Toy Well sites
. . o Greater Melbourne: 12 sites
a particular focus on migrants, refugees and . Adelaide: 2 sites
families experiencing hardship. .\ e Brisbane: 1 site

2023 was a big year for the Toy Well Program, with the opening of eight new Toy
Well toy libraries including the expansion into Adelaide and Brisbane. There are
now 14 Toy Wells providing families with access to high-quality toys that support
children in their developmental journey.

Two additional regional coordinators were employed to support the hub leaders
and volunteers in the new Adelaide and Brisbane based Toy Wells

The first Toy Well census was conducted with generally positive responses on Toy Well grant successes

the benefits that Toy Well provided. Notably 100% of hub leaders would e Hume City Council, Partnership Grant of $30,000 to for
recommend having a Toy Well toy library at the Hub and since joining the toy regional coordinator costs to open 6 new Toy Wells in

library parents reported that they play more with their kids. Hume council over 3 years.
e Department of Education Victoria, New Toy Library Grant

of $40,000 to support the creation of four new toy
libraries

Toy Libraries

:  Five Department of Education Victoria, Existing Toy Library
ropamunity— trawalla ”E -
Besen Famil ..0 Grants ($3,000 each) to purchase new toys and shelving
huos . foundation il

AUSTRALIA
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D|ane Bish Hina Batool Manar Eissa
National Manager Dandenong Geelong

Mervat Abdou Sonam S:agho Ritu Ahir Bearta Pye
Hume Wyndham Brisbane Adelaide

adstraiia I Toy Well Team



With diverse member needs, a diverse approach to support is required.

Member training and support services looks to build our toy library community, working with the strengths of toy libraries, and
using the Toy Library Quality Standards to develop a common understanding of toy library best practices. Alongside this we are
always looking to make sure practical knowledge and skills on how to build and grow a sustainable, inclusive toy library are shared.

Supports are offered through a variety of means available to all member toy libraries:

Knowledge base: online, tipsheets and guiding documents, available any time, any where

Supportive online community: members continue to connect & provide peers support through our growing national & state based online discussion groups.
Face to face training: state-based training & toy library tours are a great way for people to connect and learn, building friendships through a shared passion.
Online live training: making training accessible to members no matter where they are based or their current circumstances, if they have an internet
connection members can join our Bite Sized learning or In-Focus training sessions live or where possible view the recording on ‘catch-up’'.

Individual support: Member Development Officers work with individual toy libraries to understand their current needs & assist to map a path forward.

Toy Libraries 0@0 . . :
AUSTRALIA Training and member services




Committee of Management 2023-24

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer
Dr Renae Barker Kiara Jones Aimee Mundt Kylie McBain

Seamus Coleman Kerry Dominish Claire Kingdon Jane O’Connell

Toy Librari
sstaars QO Our people



Staff

Debbie Williams Helen Nicholson Diane Bish
CEO Administration Toy Well National Manager

Member Development team

Louise Bell Erin Krusic-Golub Adelle Suitor Caitlin McDonald
National Manager/SA/NT VIC QLD/NSW/TAS WA

Toy Librari
adstraiia A Our people



Toy Libraries Australia Inc

INCOME STATEMENT

Toy Libraries Australia Inc

BALANCE SHEET

2023 2022 Note 2023 2022
$ S S S
REVENUE CURRENT ASSETS
) Cash & Cash Equivalents 5 400,736 177,525
Membership fees 32,355 27,038 Trade & Other Receivables 6 2,168 16,191
Insurance Income 105,718 77,337 TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 402,904 193,716
Grants 407,881 141,164
Donations 7373 314 TOTAL ASSETS 402,904 193,716
Toy Sales 16,703 39,073 CURRENT LIABILITIES
Conference Income 36,433 286 Trade & Other Payables 7 34,972 4,209
TOTAL REVENUE 606,464 285,212 Annual Leave Provision 8 20,849 2,105
Income Received in Advance 9 262,494 107,332
OTHER INCOME TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 318,315 113,646
Other Income 6,228 1,692 TOTAL LIABILITIES 318,315 113,646
TOTAL REVENUE & OTHER INCOME 612,692 286,905
NET ASSETS 84,589 80,070
EXPENDITURE EQUITY 84,588 80,070
Toy Purchases 15,781 39,076
Accounting and Administration 8,690 7,527
Marketing Expenses 22,773 204
Training and Conference 18,029 4,325 Full financial statements including notes are available at
Insurance 102,561 73,919 toylibraries.org.au/strategy and on the ACNC website
Employment Costs 251,991 140,658
Travel & Accomodation 5,776 6,478
Toywell Non-Staff Cost 53,874 21,219
ITLA conference costs 43,699 -
TLA grant payments 85,000 -
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 608,174 293,406
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR 4,518 (6,502)

Toy Libraries
AUSTRALIA
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TOY LIBRARIES AUSTRALIA INC

COMMITTEE'S DECLARATION
n fpo s In the opinion of the Committee of Toy Libraries Australia Inc (Association):
1300 123 637 « enquiries@nfpas.com.au » www.nfpas.com.au 1. the attached financial statements and notes thereto give a true and fair view of the financial position of

Toy Libraries Australia Inc (Association) on 31 December 2023 and of their performance for the financial
year ended on that date;

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT FOR TOY LIBRARIES AUSTRALIA INC

2. the attached financial statements and notes thereto comply with the Australian Charities and Not-for-

Auditor’s Opinion profits Commission Act 2012, the Accounting Standards as described in note 2 to the financial statements,
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulations 2022 and other mandatory

We have audited the financial report, being a general purpose financial report, of Toy Libraries Australia professional reporting requirements; and

Inc, comprising the statement of financial position and statement of changes in equity as at 31 December

2023, statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income and statement of cash flows for the 3. there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay its debts as and when they

year then ended, notes comprising a summary of material accounting policies and other explanatory become due and payable.

information, and the directors’ declaration.
Signed in accordance with a resolution of committee members made pursuant to section 60.15 (2) of the
In our opinion, the financial report of Toy Libraries Australia Inc has been prepared in accordance with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulations 2022.

requirements of Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012, including:

. .. . : : : .. On behalf of the Directors:
» giving a true and fair view of the registered entity’s financial position as at 31 December 2023 and

of its performance for the year ended on that date; and
10 April 2024

* complying with AASB 1060 General Purpose Financial Statements - Simplified Disclosures for For- 5 == e
Profit and Not-for-Profit Tier 2 Entities, and Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for- has € '

: . . President
profits Commission Regulations 2022.

ToyLbrries @O 2023 Audit




Toy Libraries

GO0

AUSTRALIA

Take play home.
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Take play home.

Visit us online




